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On 11 July 2023, the Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on
the Rights of Women in Africa (Maputo Protocol) turned 20 years old. This marked 20
years of the valiant efforts by the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights,
member states, women’s rights organisations, academia, and women across the conti-
nent to improve the lives of women. In the 20 years that it has been in existence, the
Maputo Protocol has managed to garner 44 member states. While this is quite
commendable, as the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Women in Africa, it is my
singular mission to ensure universal ratification of the treaty and take this opportunity
to call upon the remaining 11 African states to ratify and domesticate the Maputo
Protocol. At its 20th anniversary, it is an opportune time to reflect upon the progress
that has been made and the impact that the protocol has had on the laws, court deci-
sions, activism, academia, and lives of the women in the member states. I therefore
welcome this publication by the Centre for Human Rights at the University of Pretoria,
which traces the impact of the Maputo Protocol in 16 member states. Through the
meticulous research done by the country researchers, the book discusses the ways in
which the Maputo Protocol has influenced policies in member states and alerts us to the
gaps that still exist in the domestication of the treaty. I hope that this publication will
assist researchers, activists, and academics to have a deeper understanding of the objec-
tives of the Maputo Protocol and that policy makers in the member states might use it
as a reference for reforms based on the gaps highlighted by the authors. 

Commissioner Janet Ramatoulie Sallah-Njie
Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Women in Africa
African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights
27 April 2023
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