
xv

Table of abbreviations and acronyms

  APRM   African Peer Review Mechanism
ACDHRS  African Centre for Democracy and Human Rights Studies
ACHPR  African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights
ACHR   American Convention on Human Rights
AG  Attorney-General
APDF  Association Pour Le Progrès et la Défense des droits des Femmes
APRM  African Peer Review Mechanism
AU  African Union 
AUC  African Union Commission
AUDA-NEPAD African Union Development Agency-NEPAD
AUOLC   African Union Office of  the Legal Counsel
CADE  Convention against Discrimination in Education
CAT  United Nations Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading  

  Treatment or Punishment
CEDAW  United Nations Convention on the Elimination of  all Forms of  Discrimination against  

  Women
CERD  United Nations Convention on the Elimination of  All Forms of  Racial Discrimination
CESCR  Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
CHR  Centre for Human Rights 
CRC  United Nations Convention on the Rights of  the Child
CRMW   United Nations Convention on Protection of  the Rights of  All Migrant Workers and   

  Members of  their Families
CSO  civil society organisations
DEVAW  United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of  Violence Against Women
DRC  Democratic Republic of  Congo
EACJ  East African Court of  Justice
ECHR   European Convention on Human Rights
ECOWAS Economic Community of  West African States 
FEMNET African Women’s Development and Communication Network 
FGCS  female genital cosmetic surgeries
FGM  female genital mutilation
FIACAT  La Fédération Internationale des ACAT
GAIN  Global Alliance for Improved Nutrition
GBV  gender-based violence
GBVF-NSP  Gender-based Violence and Femicide National Strategic Plan 
GDP  gross domestic product
HP  harmful practices
HRC  United Nations Human Rights Committee 
IAC   Harmful Traditional Practices Affecting the Health of  Women and Children
ICC  International Criminal Court
ICCPR  International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
ICESCR  International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
ICJ  International Court of  Justice



xvi

ICL  international criminal law       
ICPD  International Conference on Population and Development
ICRC  International Committee of  the Red Cross   
ICTR  International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda   
ICTY  International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia  
IDPS  internally displaced persons      
IHL  international humanitarian law      
IHRDA  Institute for Human Rights and Development in Africa
ILO  International Labour Organization     
IRL  international refugee law       
ISER  Initiative for Socio-economic Rights
LGBTIQA+ lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex, queer/questioning, asexual 
MOU  memorandum of  understanding
MPSI  Maputo Protocol Scorecard and Index
NEPAD  New Partnership for Africa’s Development
NGO  non-governmental organisations     
NHRI  national human rights institutions
NSNP  national school nutrition plan
OAU   Organisation of  African Unity      
ODPP  Office of  the Director of  Public Prosecution
OHCHR  Office of  the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights   
PULP  Pretoria University Law Press
SADC   Southern African Development Community    
SCA  Supreme Court of  Appeal
SDG  sustainable development goals
SDGEA   Solemn Declaration on Gender Equality in Africa 
SERAC  Social and Economic Rights Action Centre
SGBV   sexual and gender-based violence     
SRHR  Sexual and reproductive health and rights 
UN  United Nations
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme   
UNESCO  The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund
UNSC  United Nations Security Council
VAW   violence against women      
VCLT  Vienna Convention on the Law of  Treaties    
WHO  World Health Organization
WiLDAF  Women in Law and Development in Africa 



xvii

Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of  Women in Africa

Other International and Regional Human Rights Instruments 

African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance   
African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights   
African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of  the Child 
African Youth Charter 
Agreement Amending the Southern African Development Community Protocol on Gender and Development 
American Convention on Human Rights       
Constitutive Act of  the African Union       
Convention against Discrimination in Education      
Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment
Convention for the Protection and Assistance of  Internally Displaced Persons in Africa
Convention on Protection of  the Rights of  All Migrant Workers and Members of  Their Families
Convention on the Elimination of  all Forms of  Discrimination against Women  
Convention on the Elimination of  All Forms of  Racial Discrimination 
Convention on the Political Rights of  Women
Convention on the Rights of  Persons with Disabilities 
Convention on the Rights of  the Child     
Convention related to the Status of  Refugees      
Declaration on the Elimination of  Violence Against Women   
Declaration on the Right to Development      
Draft Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights Concerning the Rights of  Women, 

Nouakchott, Islamic Republic of  Mauritania, 12-14 April 1997
Draft Protocol to the African Charter on Women’s Rights, 26th ordinary session of  the African Commission on 

Human and Peoples’ Rights 1-15 November 1999 Kigali, Rwanda
Draft Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the rights of  Women in Africa, final 

version of  13 September 2000
Draft Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of  Women in Africa, as 

adopted by the Meeting of  Ministers, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 28 March 2003
European Convention on Human Rights        
Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of  Civilian Persons in Time of  War  
Geneva Convention Relative to the Treatment of  Prisoners of  War    
Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of  Violence against Women 

(Convention of  Belém do Pará) 
International Committee of  the Red Cross (ICRC), Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of  Civilian 

Persons in Time of  War
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
OAU Convention Governing the Specific Aspects of  Refugee Problems in Africa  
Optional Protocol to the CRC on the Involvement of  Children in Armed Conflict  
Organisation of  African Unity (OAU) Convention on the Elimination of  all Forms of  Harmful Practices 

Affecting the Fundamental Rights of  Women and Girls 

Table of legislation



xviii

Organization of  American States (OAS), Inter-American Convention on the Granting of  Political Rights to 
Women

Pretoria Declaration on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in Africa 
Protocol on the Statute of  the African Court of  Justice and Human Rights  
Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children
Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Establishment of  an African Court on 

Human and Peoples’ Rights    
Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of  Older Persons in Africa
Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of  Persons with Disabilities in 

Africa
Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of  Citizens to Social Protection 

and Social Security      
Revised Treaty of  the Economic Community of  West Africa     
Rome Statute of  the International Criminal Court 
Second Optional Protocol to the ICCPR Aiming at the Abolition of  the Death Penalty                                             
Solemn Declaration on Gender Equality in Africa     
Southern African Development Community Declaration on Gender and Development
Supplementary Act Relating to Equality of  Rights Between Women and Men for Sustainable Development in 

the ECOWAS Region
The Economic Community of  West African States, Revised Treaty of  the Economic Community of  West 

African States 
Treaty Establishing the African Economic Community      
United Nations Convention Against Torture 
United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime  
United Nations Convention on Protection of  the Rights of  All Migrant Workers and Members of  Their Families
Universal Declaration of  Human Rights 
Victoria Falls Declaration of  Principles for the Promotion of  the Human Rights of  Women 
Vienna Convention on the Law of  Treaties 
Vienna Declaration and Programme of  Action

Constitutions, Legislation, Draft Legislation and Regulations

Abolition of  Marital Power Act 34, 2004 (Botswana)
Access to Biological and Genetic Resources and Associated Traditional Knowledge Act 2, 2017 (Namibia)
Act 13/011-B, 11 April 2013 on the Organisation, Functioning and Competences of  Judicial Courts
Act 024/2002, 18 November 2002, The Military Penal Code (DRC)
Administration of  Estates Act 20, 1972 (Botswana) 
Age of  Majority Act, 1960 (Botswana)
Age of  Majority Act, 1960 (Tanzania)
Anti-Littering Regulations, 2007 (The Gambia)
Basic Conditions of  Employment Act 75, 1997 (South Africa)
Basic Rights and Duties Enforcement Act 33, 1994 (Tanzania)
Black Administration Act 38, 1927 (South Africa)
Chieftainship Act, 1968 (Lesotho)
Child Care and Protection Act, 2015 (Namibia)
Child Care, Protection and Justice Act, 2010 (Malawi) 
Child Status Act, 2006 (Namibia)
Children Act, 2022 (Kenya)
Children’s Act 38 of  2005 (South Africa)
Children’s Protection and Welfare Act 7, 2011 (Lesotho)
Citation of  Constitutional Laws Act 5, 2005 (South Africa)
Civil Status Act, 2011 (Mauritania)



xix

Combating of  Rape Act 8, 2000
Combating of  Domestic Violence Act 4, 2003
Commission on Gender Equality Act 39, 1996 (South Africa)
Compensation for Occupational Injuries and Diseases Act 130, 1993 (South Africa)
Constitution (Amendment) Act 2, 2016 (Zambia)
Constitution of  Botswana, 1966 (Botswana)
Constitution of  Egypt, 2014 (Egypt)
Constitution of  Ghana, 1992 (Ghana)
Constitution of  Kenya, 2010 (Kenya) 
Constitution of  Malawi, 1994 (Malawi)
Constitution of  Morocco, 2011 (Morocco)
Constitution of  Senegal, 2001 (Senegal)
Constitution of  Tanzania, 1977 (Tanzania)
Constitution of  the Democratic Republic of  the Congo, 2005 (DRC)
Constitution of  the Federal Republic of  Nigeria, 1999 (Nigeria)
Constitution of  the Republic of  Malawi, 1994 (Malawi)
Constitution of  the Republic of  South Africa, 1996 (South Africa) 
Constitution of  the Republic of  Uganda, 1995 (Uganda) 
Constitution of  Zimbabwe, 2013 (Zimbabwe)
Counter Trafficking in Persons Act, 2012 (Kenya)
Criminal Law (Sexual Offences and Other Related Matters) Act 32, 2007 (South Africa)
Customary Law Act (Chapter 16:01) Act 51, 1969 (Botswana)
Customary Marriage (Registration) Act, 1973 (Uganda)
Deceased Estates (Wills, Inheritance and Protection) Act 14, 2011 (Malawi)
Deeds Registry Act (Chapter 33:02), 1960 (Botswana)
Devolution of  Estates Act, 2007 (Sierra Leone)
Disability Act 8, 2012 (Malawi)
Divorce Act Chapter 249 of  the Laws of  Uganda 1904 (Uganda)
Domestic Violence Act 116, 1998 (South Africa)
Domestic Violence Act 2, 2015 (Kenya)
Domestic Violence Act 14, 2006 (Zimbabwe)
Education Act 5, 1987 (revised 2020) (Zimbabwe)
Education Act 14, 2013 (Kenya)
Election of  Women Members to the House of  Assembly Act 9, 2018 (Eswatini) 
Elections Act 10, 2013 (South Africa)
Electoral Code Law 2012/1, 2012 (Republic of  Cameroon)
Employment Act 2, 1995 (Seychelles)
Employment and Equity Act 55, 1998 (South Africa)
Energy Act 1, 2019 (Kenya)
Enterprise Seychelles Agency Act 3, 2018 (Seychelles)
Environmental Code Mauritania Law 2000-045 (Mauritania)
Environmental Code of  Burkina Faso 006-2013 (Burkina Faso)
Environmental Management (Hazardous Waste Control and Management) Regulations (Tanzania)
Family Code (2005) (Algeria)
Flexible Land Tenure Act, 2012 (Namibia)
Gender Commission Act 7, 2015 (Zimbabwe)
Gender Equality Act 49, 2012 (Malawi)
Guardianship of  Minors Act (Chapter 5:08), 1961 (revised 2002) (Zimbabwe) 
Births and Deaths Registration Act (Chapter 5:02) 1986 (revised 2005) (Zimbabwe)
HIV and AIDS (Prevention and Management) Act 9, 2018 (South Africa)
Housing Act 107, 1997 (South Africa)



xx

Intestate Succession Act 81, 1987 (South Africa)
Intestate Succession Law, 1985 (Ghana)
Judicature and Application of  Laws Act (Chapter 358), 2019 (Tanzania)
Prohibition of  Female Genital Mutilation Act 32, 2011 (Kenya)
Land Act 6, 2012 (Kenya)
Land Act (Chapter 113), 1999 (Tanzania)
Land Act 1036, 2020 (Ghana)
Land Bank Amendment Act 21, 1998 (South Africa)
Land Reform (Labour Tenants) Act 3, 1996 (South Africa)
Land Registration Act 3, 2012 (Kenya)
Law of  Marriage Act, 1971 (Tanzania)
Law of  Succession Act (Chapter 160) (Kenya)
Legal Age of  Majority Act, 1982 (Zimbabwe)
Legal Capacity of  Married Persons Act, 2006 (Lesotho)
Local Government Election (Amendment) Act 6, 2004 (Lesotho)
Lunatics Detention Act, 1917 (Gambia)
Maintenance Act, 2003 (Namibia)
Marriage Act 10, 1974 (Lesotho)
Marriage Act 4, 2014 (Kenya)
Marriage, Divorce and Family Relations Act 4, 2015 (Malawi)
Marriages Act, 2022 (Zimbabwe)
Married Persons Equality Act, 1996 (Namibia)
Married Women’s Property Act, 1882 (British Colonies)
Matrimonial Property Act 49, 2013 (Kenya)
National Assembly Elections Act (Lesotho)
National Gender and Equality Commission Act (Chapter 5C), 2011 (Revised 2012) (Kenya)
National Council for Disabled Persons Act 3, 1994 (Seychelles)
National Education Policy Act 27, 1996 (South Africa)
National Environment (Waste Management) Regulations 49, 2020 (Uganda)
National Environmental Management Act 107, 1998 (South Africa) 
National Environmental Management: Waste Act 59, 2008 (South Africa)
National Health Act 61, 2003 (South Africa)
National Land Commission Act, 2012 (Nigeria)
Older Persons Act 1, 2012 (Zimbabwe)
Organic Law No 2017-58 of  11 August 2017 (Tunisia)
Personal Status Code (2001) (Mauritania)
Persons with Disability Act, 2018 (Eswatini)
Prevention of  Domestic Violence Act 5, 2006 (Malawi)
Prevention of  Domestic Violence Act 14 (Chapter 7:05), 2006 (Malawi)
Prohibition of  Female Genital Mutilation, 2010 (Uganda)
Promotion of  Administrative Justice Act 3, 2000 (South Africa)
Promotion of  Equality and Prevention of  Unfair Discrimination Act 4, 2000 (South Africa)
Protection of  Traditional Knowledge, Genetic Resources and Expressions of  Folklore Act 33, 2016 (Kenya)
Protection, Promotion, Development and Management of  Indigenous Knowledge Act 6, 2019 (South Africa)
Recognition of  Customary Marriages Act 120, 1998 (South Africa)
Renewable Energy Act 832, 2011 (Ghana)
Renewable Energy Agency Act 11, 2015 (Mauritius)
Senate Elections Act 7, 2013 (Eswatini)
Sexual and Domestic Violence Act, 2018 (Eswatini)
Sexual Offences Act 3, 2006 (Kenya)
Sexual Offences and Domestic Violence Act 15, 2018 (Eswatini)



xxi

Succession (Amendment) Act, 2022 (Uganda)
Succession (Amendment) Bill, 2021 (Uganda)
Succession Act, 1972 (Uganda)
Uganda Land Act (Chapter 227 as amended), 2010 (Uganda)
Victim Protection Act, 2014 (Kenya)
Violence Against Persons (Prohibition) Act, 2015 (Nigeria)
Waste Management Law 202, 2020 (Egypt)
Water Services Act 108, 1997 (South Africa)
Women’s Act 12, 2010 (The Gambia)
Zimbabwe Domestic Violence Act 14, 2006 (Zimbabwe)



xxii

African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights

Actions Pour la Protection des Droits de l’Homme (APDH) v Côte d’Ivoire (merits) (2016) 1 AfCLR 668
African Commission (Saif  al-Islam Gaddafi) v Libya (order for provisional measures) (2013) 1 AfCLR 145
African Commission (Saif  al-Islam Gaddafi) v Libya (merits) (2016) 1 AfCLR 153
African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights (Benghazi) v Libya (order for provisional measures) (2011) 1 

AfCLR 17
African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights v Kenya (merits) (2017) 2 AfCLR 9
Ajavon v Benin (merits) (2019) 3 AfCLR 130
Alex Thomas v Tanzania (merits) (2015) 1 AfCLR 465
Ally Rajabu v Tanzania (merits and reparations) (2019) 3 AfCLR 539 
Almas Mohamed Muwinda v Tanzania (merits) (3 June 2016) 1 AfCLR 599
Anudo Ochieng Anudo v United Republic of  Tanzania (merits) (2018) 2 AfCLR 248
Association pour le Progrès et la Défense des Droits des Femmes Maliennes (APDF) and the Institute for Human Rights and 

Development in Africa v Mali (merits) (2018) 2 AfCLR 380
Beneficiaries of  late Norbert Zongo, Abdoulaye Nikiema alias Ablasse, Ernest Zongo, Blaise Ilboudo and Mouvement 

Burkinabe des Droits de l’Homme et des Peuples v Burkina Faso (merits) (2014) 1 AfCLR 219
Brahim Ben Mohamed Ben Brahim Belgeith v Republic of  Tunisia (merits and reparations) Application 017/2021, 22 

September 2022 
Christopher Jonas v Tanzania (reparations) (2017) 2 AfCLR 101
Ernest Karatta, Walafried Millinga, Ahmed Kabunga and 1744 Others v United Republic of  Tanzania (merits and 

reparations) Application 002/2017, 30 September 2021
Gozbert Henerico v United Republic of  Tanzania (merits and reparations) Application 056/2016, 10 January 2022
Guehi v Tanzania (merits and reparations) (2018) 2 AfCLR 477
Joseph John v United Republic of  Tanzania (merits and reparations) Application 005/2018, 22 September 2022
Kennedy Gihana and others v Rwanda (merits and reparations) (2019) 3 AfCLR 655
Kouamé Patrice Kouassi and Baba Sylla v Republic of  Côte d’Ivoire (merits and reparations) Application 015/2021, 22 

September 2022 
lngabire Victoire Umuhoza v Rwanda (reparations) (2018) 2 AfCLR 202 
Lohe Issa Konaté v Burkina Faso (reparations) (2016) 1 AfCLR 346 
Mgosi Mwita Makungu v United Republic of  Tanzania (merits) (2018) 2 AfCLR 550 
Norbert Zongo v Burkina Faso (reparations) (2015) 1 AfCLR 258 
Oumar Mariko v Republic of  Mali (merits and reparations) Application 029/2018, 24 March 2022
Pan African Lawyers Union (PALU), Request 001/2018, Advisory Opinion on the Compatibility of  Vagrancy Laws 

with the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights and Other Human Rights Instruments Applicable in 
Africa (4 December 2020)

Reverend Christopher R Mtikila v Tanzania (reparations) (2014) 1 AfCLR 72 
Sébastien Germain Marie Aïkoue Ajavon v Benin (merits and reparations) (2020) 4 AfCLR 133
Tike Mwambipile & Equality Now v United Republic of  Tanzania (jurisdiction and admissibility) Application 

042/2020, 1 December 2022
Umuhoza v Rwanda (merits) (2017) 2 AfCLR 165
Woyome v Ghana (merits and reparations) (2019) 3 AfCLR 235
XYZ v Benin (merits) (2020) 4 AfCLR 83

Table of cases



xxiii

African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights
Achuthan (on behalf  of  Banda) v Malawi (2000) AHRLR 144 (ACHPR 1995)
Amnesty International v Sudan (2000) AHRLR 297 (ACHPR 1999)
Amnesty International v Zambia (2000) AHRLR 325 (ACHPR 1999)
Article 19 v Eritrea (2007) AHRLR 73 (ACHPR 2007)
Association of  Victims of  Post Electoral Violence & Interights v Cameroon (2009) AHRLR 47 (ACHPR 2009)
Centre for Minority Rights Development and Others v Kenya (2009) AHRLR 75 (ACHPR 2009)
Civil Liberties Organization v Nigeria (1995) ACHPR 1 (ACHPR 1995) 
Commission Nationale des Droits de l’Homme et des Libertés v Chad (2000) AHRLR 66 (ACHPR 1995)
Constitutional Rights Project v Nigeria (I) (2000) AHRLR 241 (ACHPR 1999)
Council v Kenya (Endorois) (2009) AHRLR 75 (ACHPR 2009)
Curtis Doebbler v Sudan (2009) ACHPR 103 (ACHPR 2009)
Democratic Republic of  Congo v Burundi, Rwanda and Uganda (2004) AHRLR 19 (ACHPR 2003)
Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights and INTERIGHTS v Egypt, (Interights) Communication 323/06 African 

Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights, Combined thirty-second and thirty-third Annual Activity Report 
(2013) 

Embga Mekongo v Cameroon (2000) AHRLR 56 (ACHPR 1995) 
Equality Now and Ethiopian Women Lawyers Association (EWLA) v Federal Republic of  Ethiopia, Communication 

341/07 African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights 57th Annual Activity Report (2016)
Forum of  Conscience v Sierra Leone (2000) AHRLR 293 (ACHPR 2000) 
Free Legal Assistance Group, Lawyers’ Committee for Human Rights, Union interafricaine des droits de l’Homme, Les 

témoins de Jéhovah v Zaire (2000) AHRLR 74 (ACHPR 1995)
George Iyanyori Kajikabi v The Arab Republic of  Egypt, Communication 344/07 African Commission on Human 

and Peoples’ Rights, 13th Annual Activity Report (2021)
Good v Botswana (2010) AHRLR 43 (ACHPR 2010)
Huri-Laws v Nigeria (2000) AHRLR 273 (ACHPR 2000)
Institute for Human Rights and Development in Africa (on behalf  of  Simbarakiye) v Democratic Republic of  Congo (2003) 

AHRLR 43 (ACHPR 2003)
Institute for Human Rights and Development in Africa v Angola (2008) AHRLR 83 (ACHPR 2008)
International Pen and Others (on behalf  of  Saro-Wiwa) v Nigeria (2000) AHRLR 212 (ACHPR 1998)
Jawara v The Gambia (2000) AHRLR 107 (ACHPR 2000)
Luke Munyandu Tembani and Benjamin John Freeth v Angola and Others Communication 409/12, African 

Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights 54th ordinary session (2013)
Malawi African Association and Others v Mauritania (2000) AHRLR 149 (ACHPR 2000)
Media Rights Agenda v Nigeria (2000) ACHPR 24 (ACHPR 2000)
Nationale des Droits de L’Homme et des Libertés v Chad (2000) AHRLR 66 (ACHPR 1995)
Odjouoriby v Benin (2004) AHRLR 15 (ACHPR 2004) 
Open Society Justice Initiative (on behalf  of  Pius Njawe Noumeni) v the Republic of  Cameroon, Communication 290/04, 

African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights 25th Annual Activity Report (2019)
Open Society Justice Initiative v Côte d’Ivoire Communication 318/06, African Commission on Human and 

Peoples’ Rights, 17th Extraordinary Session (2015)
Organisation Mondiale Contre la Torture et Ligue de la Zone Afrique pour la Défense des Droits des Enfants et Elèves (pour 

le compte de Céline) c République démocratique du Congo, Communication 325/06 African Commission on Human 
and Peoples’ Rights (2015) 

Ouko v Kenya (2000) AHRLR 135 (ACHPR 2000)
Purohit and Moore v Gambia (2003) AHRLR 96 (ACHPR 2003)
Rencontre Africaine pour la Defense des Droits de l’Homme v Zambia (2000) AHRLR 321 (ACHPR 1996)
Rights Group International (on behalf  of  Endorois Welfare Council) v Kenya (2009) AHRLR 75 (ACHPR 2009)
Rights International v Nigeria (2000) AHRLR 254 (ACHPR 1999) 
Sir Dawada K Jawara v The Gambia (2000) AHRLR 107 (ACHPR 2000)
Social and Economic Rights Action Centre (SERAC) v Nigeria (2001) AHRLR 60 (ACHPR 2001)



xxiv

Spilg and Others v Botswana (2011) AHRLR 3 (ACHPR 2011)
Sudan Human Rights Organisation v Sudan (2009) AHRLR 153 (ACHPR 2009)
Thomas Kwoyelo v Uganda (2018) ACHPR 129 (ACHPR 2018)
Tsatsu Tsikata v Ghana (2006) AHRLR 112 (ACHPR 2006)
Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO Forum v Zimbabwe (2006) AHRLR 128 (ACHPR 2006)
Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights & Institute for Human Rights and Development in Africa v Zimbabwe (2009) 

AHRLR 268 (ACHPR 2009) 

African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child 

Legal and Human Rights Centre and Centre for Reproductive Rights (on behalf  of  Tanzanian girls) v United Republic of  
Tanzania Decision on Communication 0012/Com/001/2019 African Committee of  Experts on Rights and 
Welfare of  the Child, 39th Ordinary Session 21 March-1 April 2022

CEDAW Committee 

Communication 100/2016, X and Y v Russia (9 August 2019) UN Doc CEDAW/C/73/D/100/2016 (2019)
Communication 104/2016, Ciobanu v Moldova (17 December 2019) UN Doc CEDAW/C/74/D/104/2016 

(2019)
Communication 138/2018, SFM v Spain (28 February 2020) UN Doc CEDAW/C/75/D/138/2018 
Communication 19/2008, Cecilia Kell v Canada (26 April 2012) UN Doc CEDAW/C/51/D/19/2008 (2012)
Communication 2/2003, AT v Hungary (26 January 2005) UN Doc CEDAW/C/32/D/2/2003 (2005)
Communication 20/2008, VK v Bulgaria (17 August 2011) UN Doc CEDAW/C/49/D/20/2008 (2011)
Communication 20/2008, VK v Bulgaria (17 August 2011) UN Doc CEDAW/C/49/D/20/2008 (2011)
Communication 22/2009, LC v Peru (17 October 2011) UN Doc CEDAW/C/50/D/22/2009 (2011)
Communication 24/2009, X & Y v Georgia (25 August 2015) UN Doc CEDAW/C/61/D/24/2009 (2015)
Communication 32/2011, IJ v Bulgaria (28 August 2012) UN Doc CEDAW/C/52/D/32/2011 (2012)
Communication 34/2011, RPB v The Philippines Communication (12 March 2014) UN Doc CEDAW/

C/57/D/34/2011 (2014)
Communication 48/2013, ES and SC v United Republic of  Tanzania (2 March 2015) CEDAW Committee UN Doc 

CEDAW/C/60/D/48/2013 (2015)
Communication 5/2005, Şahide Goekce v Austria (6 August 2007) UN Doc CEDAW/C/39/D/5/2005 (2007)
Communication 6/2005, Fatma Yildirim v Austria (1 October 2007) UN Doc CEDAW/C/39/D/6/2005 (2007)
Communication 65 of  2014, ST v Russia (8 April 2019) UN Doc CEDAW/C/72/D/65/2014 (2019)
Communication 18/2008, KT Vertido v the Philippines (1 September 2010) UN Doc CEDAW/C/46/D/18/2008 

(2010)
Communication 31/2011, VPP v Bulgaria (24 November 2012) UN Doc CEDAW/C/53/D/31/2011 (2012)
Communication 47/2012, Angela González Carreño v Spain (15 August 2014) UN Doc CEDAW/

C/58/D/47/2012 (2014)

Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Communication 24/2014, Z v Tanzania (19 September 2019) UN Doc CRPD/C/22/D/24/2014 (2019)

United Nations Human Rights Committee

Toonen v Australia UN Doc CCPR/C/50/D/488/1992 (1994)
Kall v Poland Communication 552/1993 (14 July 1997) UN Doc CCPR/C/60/D/552/1993 (1993)

European Court of Human Rights

ADT v The United Kingdom (App No 35765/97) (2000) 31 EHRR 803
Alekseyev v Russia (App Nos 4916/07, 25924/08 and 14599/09) (2010)
Belilos v Switzerland ECHR (29 April 1988) SA 132
Bevacqua and S v Bulgaria ECHR Appl No 71127/01 (12 June 2008)



xxv

C and LM v UK (App 14753/89) unpublished
Cossey v UK (App No 10843/84) (1990) 13 EHRR 622
De Jong, Baljet & Van den Brink v The Netherlands (1984) 8 EHRR 20
Dudgeon v The United Kingdom (App No 7525/76) (1982) 4 EHRR 149
EB v France (App No 43546/02) (2008) 47 EHRR 509
Fretté v France (App No 3651/97) (2002) 38 EHRR 438
Gas and Dubois v France (App No 25952/07) (2010) ECHR 444
Goodwin v UK (App No 28957/95) (2002) 35 EHRR 18
Hämäläinen v Finland (App No 37359/09) (2014) ECHR 877
Handyside v The United Kingdom (App No 5493/72) (7 December 1976)
I v UK (App No 25680/94) (2003) 36 EHRR 53
Juhnke v Turkey ECHR 52515/99, 2008
Karlheinz Schmidt v Germany (Judgment of  18 July 1994) Series A No 291-B
Karner v Austria (App No 40016/98) (2003) 38 EHRR 24
Kozak v Poland (App No 13102/02) (2010) 51 EHRR 16
L and V Austria (App Nos 39392/98 & 39829/98) (2003) 36 EHRR 55
Lustig-Prean and Beckett v The United Kingdom (App Nos 31417/96 and 32377/96) (2000) 29 ECHR 548
Marckx v Belgium (App No 6833/74) (1979) 2 EHRR 330
Modinos v Cyprus (App No 15070/89) (1993) 16 EHRR 485
Mugenzi v France (App No 52701/09) (2014) ECHR 752
Neulinger and Shuruk v Switzerland (App No 41615/07) (2010) ECHR 1053
Norris v Ireland (App No 10581/83) (1988) 13 EHRR 186
Opuz v Turkey (2010) 50 EHRR 28
PB and JS v Austria (App No 18984/02) (2012) 55 EHRR 31
Popov v France (App 39470/07) (2012) ECHR 2070
Rees v UK (App No 9532/81) (1986) 9 EHRR 56
Riza and Others v Bulgaria [2015] ECHR 880 (13 October 2015) 
S v UK (App 11716/85) 47 DR 274
Salguiero Da Silva Mouta v Portugal (App No 33290/96) (2001) 31 EHRR 47
Schalk and Kopf  v Austria (App No 30141/04) (2011) 53 EHRR 20
Sejdovic v Italy (Application no 56581/00) [2006] ECHR 86
Sheffield and Horsham v the United Kingdom (App No 23390/94) (1999) 27 EHRR 163
Silver v United Kingdom (1981) 3 EHRR 475
Smith and Grady v The United Kingdom (App Nos 33985/96 and 33986/96) (1999) 29 EHRR 493
Tyrer v UK (App No 5856/72) (25 April 1978) 2 EHRR 1 xxi
Tyrer v The United Kingdom (1979–80) 2 EHRR 1
Vallianatos v Greece (App Nos 29381/09 and 32684/09) (2014) 59 EHRR 12
WB v Federal Republic of  Germany (App No 104/55) (1955)
X v Austria (App No 19010/07) (2013) ECHR 425
X and Y v UK (App No 9368/81) 32 DR 220
X, Y and Z v The United Kingdom (App No 21830/93) (1997) 24 EHRR 1071
Y v Slovenia (2015) ECHR 41107/10
YF v Turkey (2004) 39 EHRR 34
Yousef  v The Netherlands (App No 33711/96) (2002) ECHR 716
Zavoloka v Latvia Judgment of  7 July 2009, [2009] ECHR 

East African Court of Justice

Prof  Peter Anyang’ Nyong’o v Attorney General of  Kenya Ref  1 of  2006
Inclusive Development for Citizens, and Center for Strategic Litigation v Attorney General of  the United Republic of  

Tanzania, East African Court of  Appeal, Ref  10 of  2020



xxvi

ECOWAS Court of Justice
Adama Vandi v Sierra Leone ECW/CCJ/JUD/32/2022 (2022)
Aircraft Woman Beauty Igbobie Uzezi v Federal Republic of  Nigeria ECW/CCJ/JUD/11/21 (2021) 
Alex Nain Saab Moran v Republic of  Cape Verde ECW/CCJ/JUD/07/2021 (2021)
Aminata Diantou Diane v Mali ECW/CCJ/JUD/14/18 (2018)
Azali Abia and Another v Benin ECW/CCJ/JUD/01/15 (2015)
Counsellor Muhammad Kabine Ja’neh v The Republic of  Liberia & Another ECW/CCJ/JUD/28/20 (2020)
Dorothy Njemanze, Edu Oroko, Justina Etim and Amarachi Jessyford v the Federal Government of  Nigeria ECW/CCJ/

JUD/08/17 (2017)
Djot Bayi v Nigeria ECW/CCJ/JUD/01/09 (2009)
EI v The Federal Government of  Nigeria ECW/CCJ/JUD/09/22 (2022)                    
Hadijatou Mani Koraou v The Republic of  Niger ECW/CCJ/JUD/06/08 (2008)
Mannah v The Gambia ECW/CCJ/03/08 (2008)
Mary Sunday v The Federal Government of  Nigeria ECW/CCJ/JUD/11/18 (2018)
Ugoke v Nigeria and Others ECW/CCJ/JUD/03/05 (2005)
Women against Violence and Exploitation in Society (WAVES) and Child Welfare Society in Sierra Leone (CWS-SL) v the 

Republic of  Sierra Leone ECW/CCJ/JUD/37/19 (2019)

Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

Maria Da Penha Maia Fernandes V Brazil, Case 12051, Report No 54/01, OEA/SerL/V/II111 Doc 20 Rev 704 
(2000)

Juan Carlos Abella v Argentina Case 11.137, Report No 55/97, OEA/Ser.L/V/II.95 Doc. 7 rev. at 271 (1997)

Inter-American Court of Human Rights

Karen Atala and Daughters v Chile IACHR (23 July 2008) Ser L/Doc 22 Rev 1
Advisory Opinion on Gender Identity, Equality, and Non-Discrimination of  Same-Sex Couples (2017) OC-24/17
Escher et al v Brazil IACHR (6 July 2009) Series C No 200
Fernández Ortega Et Al v Mexico IACHR (30 August 2010) Series C No 215
Mapiripán Massacre v Colombia IACHR (15 September 2005) Series C 122
Velázquez Rodríguez v Honduras IACHR (29 July 1988) Series C No 4
González et al (Cotton Field) v Mexico Judgment (16 November 2009) Series C No 205
Loayza Tamayo v Peru Judgment (27 November 1998) Series C No 42

International Criminal Court

The Prosecutor v Bosco Ntaganda (30 March 2021)

International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda

The Prosecutor v Jean-Paul Akayesu (Trial Judgment), ICTR-96-4-T, 2 September 1998

International Court of Justice

Case Concerning Armed Activities on the Territory of  the Congo (Democratic Republic of  the Congo v Uganda) [2005] ICJ 
Rep 201

Gabcikovo- Nagymaros Project case, Hungary v Slovakia [1997] ICJ Rep 92
Military and Paramilitary Activities in and against Nicaragua (Nicaragua v United States of  America) (Merits) [1986] ICJ 

Rep 14

International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia

The Prosecutor v Anto Furundzija (Trial judgment), IT-95-17/1-T, 10 December 1998
The Prosecutor v Dusko Tadic (Decision on the Defence Motion for interlocutory Appeal on Jurisdiction), IT-94-1, 

2 October 1995



xxvii

National Jurisdictions

Benin

Jonah Gbemre v Shell SPDC, NNPC and AGF (2005) AHRLR 151 (Nig FHC 2005), S NoFHC/B/CS/53/05 
Federal High Court Benin Judicial Division 14 November 2005

Botswana

Mmusi v Ramantele (2012) 2 BLR 590 HC

Eswatini

Jennifer Lindiwe Dupont-Shiba v EBC (2013) Case No 1342/13
Makhosazane Eunice Sacolo (nee Dlamini) and Another v Jukhi Justice Sacolo and 2 Others (1403/16) [2019] SZHC 

(166)
The Attorney-General v Mary Joyce Doo Aphane Appeal Case No 12/2010

Ghana

Fianko v Aggrey (2007-2008) SC GLR 1135, 1145

Kenya

Council of  Imams and Preachers of  Kenya, Malindi & 4 others v Attorney General & 5 others, High Court Constitutional 
and Human Rights Division Petition 40 of  2011 (2015) eKLR

PAK and Mohammed v Attorney General, High Court Constitutional and Human Rights Division Petition E009 of  
2020 [2022] eKLR

Rono v Rono (2005) AHRLR 107 (KeCA 2005)
Wambwa v Okumu [1970] EA 578
Asola & another v Attorney General (Civil Appeal 100 of  2017) [2021] KECA 201 (KLR) 
Coalition on Violence Against Women & 11 others v Attorney General of  the Republic of  Kenya & 5 others; Kenya National 

Commission on Human Rights & 3 others, High Court Constitutional and Human Rights Division Petition 122 of  
2013  [2020] eKLR

Dr Tatu Kamau v the Attorney General (2019) High Court Constitutional and Human Rights Division Petition 244 
of  2019 [2021] eKLR

Federation of  Women Lawyers (Kenya) v Attorney General,  High Court Constitutional and Human Rights Division 
Petition No164B of  2016 [2018] eKLR 

JK (suing on behalf  of  CK) v Board of  Directors of  R School & Another, High Court, Constitutional and Human 
Rights Division, Petition 450 of  2014  [2014] eKLR

JOO (also known as JM) v Attorney General & 6 others [2018] eKLR
Joseph Ombogi Ogentoto v Martha Ogentoto, Supreme Court Petition 11 of  2020 [decided 27 January 2023]
Josephine Oundo Ongwen v Attorney General, High Court Constitutional and Human Rights Division Petition No 5 

of  2014 [2018] eKLR 
JWM (alias P) v Board of  Management O High School, Ministry of  Education & Attorney General, High Court 

Constitutional and Human Rights Division Petition 10 of  2019 [2019] eKLR
MAO & Another v Attorney General & 4 others, High Court Constitutional and Human Rights Division Petition 562 

of  2012 [2015] eKLR
Matter of  the Estate of  Mburugu Nkaabu (deceased), Succession Cause 206 of  1995 (High Court, Meru) [2010] 

eKLR
Methodist Church in Kenya v Mohamed Fugicha and 3 Others, Supreme Court Petition 16 of  2016 [2016] eKLR
Methodist Church in Kenya v Teachers’ Service Commission & 2 others, High Court Petition 30 of  2014 (Meru) [2015] 

eKLR
Mohamed Fugicha v Methodist Church in Kenya and 3 Others, Civil Appeal 22 of  2015 [2016] eKLR
Monica Jesang Katam v Jackson Chepkwony, Succession Cause 212 of  2010 [2011] eKLR



xxviii

National Gender and Equality Commission v Independent Electoral and Boundaries Commission & Another, High Court 
Constitutional and Human Rights Division Petition 147 of  2013 [2013] eKLR

Njoroge v Independent Electoral Boundaries Commission (IEBC), High Court Election Petition 14 of  2013 (Nairobi) 
[2013] eKLR

Re Andrew Musyoka (Deceased), High Court Succession Cause 303 of  1998 (Machakos) [2005] eKLR
Re Estate of  CCBH, High Court Succession Cause 436 of  2004 (Mombasa) [2017] eKLR
WJ & another v Astarikoh Henry Amkoah & 9 others, High Court Constitutional and Human Rights Division 

Petition 331 of  2011 [2015] eKLR

Lesotho

Ts’epe v The Independent Electoral Commission and Others (2005) AHRLR 136 (LeCA 2005)
Senate Gabasheane Masupha v The Senior Resident Magistrate for Subordinate Court of  Berea (2013) Court of  Appeal 

(CIV) 29/2013 [2014] LSCA 22

Malawi

Ellen Tewesa v Chimwemwe S Tewesa (Matrimonial Cause No 9 of  2012, High Court of  Malawi)
HIV and AIDS (Prevention and Management) Act 9 of  2018
R v Victor (Criminal Review 2 of  2020) [2020] MWHC 4 (27 March 2020)

Mauritius

Mrs Sooleka Dalwhoor v Belle Mare Beach Development Co. Ltd (The Residence Mauritius), Employment Relations 
Tribunal ERT/RN77/18 18 February 2019

Namibia

Agnes Kahimbi Kashela v Katima Mulilo Town Council (SA 15/2017) [2018] NASC 409 (16 November 2018)

Nigeria

Lagos State Government & others v Asiyat AbdulKareem, SC/910/16
Okonkwo v Okagbus (1994) 9 NWLR (Pt 308) 301
Ukeje v Ukeje (2014) 11 NWLR (PT1418) 384

Rwanda

Rwanda v Uwiringiyimana [2017] SC Case No RPA 0099/13/CS of  17 March 2017
Rwanda v Uwizeye Eustache SC Case No RPA 0225/13/CS of  21 April 2017

South Africa

Antonie v Governing Body, Settlers High School 2002 (4) SA 738 (CC)
Bhe v Magistrate; Shibi v Sithole 2005 (1) SA 580 (CC)
Director of  Public Prosecutions, Western Cape v Prins 2012 (10) BCLR 1049 (SCA)
Elizabeth Gumede v President of  the Republic of  South Africa 2009 (3) BCLR 243 (CC)
Equal Education v Minister of  Basic Education 2021 (1) SA 198 (GP)
Fose v Minister of  Safety and Security 1997 (3) SA 786 (CC)
Gumede v President of  the Republic of  South Africa 2009 (3) SA 152 (CC)
Hassam v Jacobs 2009 (5) SA 572 (CC)
King NO v De Jager 2021 (5) BCLR 449
Mahlangu and Another v Minister of  Labour and Others 2021 (2) SA 54 (CC)
MEC for KwaZulu Natal, School Liaison Officer & others v Pillay 2008 (1) SA 474 (CC)
Modjadji Florah Mayelane v Mphephu Maria Ngwenyama & Minister for Home Affairs 2013 (4) SA 415 (CC)
Naidoo v Minister of  Police 2016 (1) SACR 468 (SCA)
Nonkululeko Letta Bhe v Magistrate Khayelitsha 2005 (1) SA 580 (CC)
S v Baloyi 2000 (1) BCLR 86 (CC)
S v Chapman 1997 (3) SA 341 (SCA)



xxix

Shilubana v Nwamitwa 2009 (2) SA 66 (CC)
South African Human Rights Commission v The President of  the Republic of  South Africa (2005 (1) SA 580 (CC)
Wary Holdings v Stalwo 2009 (1) SA 337 (CC)

Tanzania

Attorney-General v Rebecca Gyumi  Civil Appeal 204 of  2017
Diha Matofali v Republic of  Tanzania CA Criminal Appeal 245 of  2015
Ephrahim v Holario Pastory High Court of  Tanzania at Mwanza (PC) Civil Appeal 70 of  1989; [1990] LRC 

(Const) 757
Ndossi v Ndossi Civil Appeal 13 of  2001 (Unreported), High Court of  Tanzania

The Gambia

Matty Faye v Dawda Jawara, Civil Appeal No GCA 27/2013

Uganda

Adong Simon v Opolot David Soroti Civil Appeal 46 of  2013
Ambayou Joseph Waigo v Aserua Jackline, Civil Appeal 0100 of  2015 (decided 15 November 2022)
Best Kemigisha v Mable Komuntale HCCS 5/1998
Center for Health, Human Rights & Development v The Executive Director, Mulago Referral Hospital (Civil Suit 212 of  

2013) [2017] UGSC 10 (24 January 2017)
Center for Health, Human Rights and Development (CEHURD) v Attorney General and Family Life Network (2016) High 

Court of  Uganda Miscellaneous Cause 309 of  2016
Centre for Health Human Rights & Development v Attorney General (Constitutional Petition 16 of  2011) [2012] UGSC 

48 (5 June 2012)
Herbert Kolya v Erikiya Mawemuko Kolya High Court Civil Suit 150/2016
Juliet Kalema v William Kalema CA 95/2003
Law Advocacy for Women in Uganda v Attorney General (Constitutional Petition No 13 of  2005) [2007] UGSC 71  

(5 April 2007)
Law and Advocacy for Women in Uganda v The Attorney General [2010] UGCC 4 Constitutional Petition No 8 of  

2007
Maliam Adekur v Joshua Opaja and the Attorney General (Constitutional Petition No 1 of  1997) [1997] UGCC 4 (13 

June 1997)
Mifumi v Attorney General and Kenneth Kakuru [2010] UGCC 2 (26 March 2010)
Ndabahweje Pauline v Babirye Rosemary (Civil Appeal 95 of  2001
Uganda Association of  Women Lawyers v Attorney General (2004) UGCC 1 (Constitutional Court of  Uganda)
Uganda v Muhwezi Lamuel [2010] HC
Uganda v Tumwesigye Ziraba alias Sigwa [2013] HC Criminal Session Case No 92 of  2011; 3 December 2013

Zambia

RM Katakwe v Edward Hakasenke and Others 2006/HP/0327 (High Court, Zambia)

Zimbabwe

Chiminya v Estate (Late Dennis Mhirimo Chiminya) HC 4201 of  2014 [2015] ZWHHC 272 (11 March 2015)
Dzvova v Minister of  Education, Sports and Culture and Others (2007) AHRLR 189 (ZwSC 2007)
Loveness Mudzuru & Ruvimbo Tsopodzi v Minister for Justice, Legal and Parliamentary Affairs & 2 others, Constitutional 

Court of  Zimbabwe, Judgment CCZ 12/2015
Magaya v Magaya 1999 (1) ZLR 100 (S)
Mugwadi v Dube (HC 6913 of  2011) [2014] ZWHHC 314 (17 June 2014)
The State v Chirembwe [2015] ZWHHC 162 (15 February 2015)


