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Editors’ foreword 

This volume stands as a tribute to the life, scholarship and enduring 
influence of Professor Charles Manga Fombad, one of Africa’s foremost 
authorities in comparative constitutional law. As Professor of Law in the 
Centre for Human Rights, Faculty of Law at the University of Pretoria, 
and director of the Institute for International and Comparative Law 
in Africa (ICLA), Professor Fombad has, over decades, shaped both 
academic discourse and practical understanding of constitutionalism 
across the continent. 

Colleagues, collaborators and former students of Professor Fombad 
gathered on 21 and 22 October 2024 at the Future Africa campus 
of the University of Pretoria to honour his remarkable career. The 
conference brought together leading scholars and practitioners, whose 
presentations reflected the breadth of his influence and the richness 
of the intellectual traditions he has helped cultivate. Many of those 
papers have been carefully revised and expanded for inclusion in this 
commemorative volume, alongside additional contributions generously 
offered in his honour. All have undergone rigorous peer review, ensuring 
that the collection reflects the highest standards of scholarship.

It is especially fitting that this volume is published by the Pretoria 
University Law Press (PULP), a diamond open-access publisher with 
which Professor Fombad has long been associated, including serving in 
recent years as its convening editor. This connection underscores not 
only his commitment to advancing knowledge, but also his dedication 
to ensuring its accessibility across Africa and beyond.

The depth and breadth of his academic contribution appear from 
the complete list of his published works, contained in an annexure to 
this publication.

Taken together, the contributions in this collection celebrate not 
only an individual scholar of exceptional distinction, but also a legacy 
of mentorship, institution building and intellectual leadership. They 
honour a career that continues to inspire, challenge and guide the 
ongoing development of constitutional thought in Africa and the wider 
world. 


