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It is indeed a joyous occasion, celebrating the scholarship and academic 
career of one of our foremost experts, dare I say THE expert, on 
comparative constitutional law in Africa. I am certain that Professor 
Fombad’s research is well known to everyone here and that it is being 
thoroughly interrogated at this conference. Therefore, as a non-expert 
in the field, I will not expose my ignorance by venturing into a subject-
specific review.

I want to talk about Professor Fombad as an academic citizen of 
the University of Pretoria’s Faculty of Law. As a Faculty, we are truly 
honoured that Professor Fombad decided to make UP his academic 
home. With his curriculum vitae he could have gone anywhere and, 
therefore, we are privileged to count him among UP Law staff. 

Professor Fombad is a true academic citizen of this Faculty, having 
toiled in his vineyard of expertise, but also contributing to the Faculty 
and the University on so many levels.

I am very familiar with Professor Fombad’s academic career at 
UP, having nominated him for a number of awards during my term 
as dean, most notably for the very prestigious Chancellor’s Award for 
Research. Anybody who has been a member of the selection panel 
for the Chancellor’s Award will attest to the tough competition for 
this Award – only two awards for research are made across the entire 
University every year, and should there not be a nominee who meets the 
required standard, the University will refrain from making an award. 
It must also be borne in mind that this award covers all nine faculties 
and GIBS, the Business School, which means that a nominee competes 
across all disciplines. Therefore, to be awarded the Chancellor’s Award 
for Research is a stellar achievement, and not one often bestowed on a 
law academic. In Professor Fombad’s case it was the impact and reach 
of his research that secured him the Award: His research activities fall 
squarely within the broad strategic objectives of the University, which 
includes academic excellence, international competitiveness and local 
relevance.

Indeed, these values have been the blueprint of Professor 
Fombad’s academic career. He has received numerous awards and 
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prizes throughout his career and holds a B1 NRF rating, confirming 
his excellence in research. In addition, he holds a Google Scholar 
h-index of 24, and has been cited over 2 000 times. In recognition of his 
excellence, he has been invited to serve on the international advisory 
boards of numerous national and international journals. He has written 
numerous expert reports as a consultant for international bodies, which 
underscores his international standing and the recognition thereof.

As editor-in-chief of Pretoria University Law Press (PULP) he has 
been instrumental in advancing the publication of research nationally, 
continentally and globally, through journals, law report series, manuals 
and reports relating to projects undertaken by the Centre for Human 
Rights. He has also initiated a new series, referred to as the ‘Emerging 
Voices Series’, to promote young and upcoming scholars, and this 
includes the publication of the theses of the annual winners of the 
Christof Heyns Memorial Thesis Award.

Through Oxford University Press, Professor Fombad has also 
initiated the Stellenbosch handbooks on African constitutional law 
series, the only books on the continent that critically review, analyse 
and comment on contemporary constitutional developments, cutting 
across the different constitutional traditions on the continent from a 
comparative perspective. The focus of the series is on the promotion of 
social justice through the entrenchment of the fundamental principles 
of modern constitutionalism, good governance, democracy and the rule 
of law. 

The exemplary academic citizen that he is, Professor Fombad has 
also served on Faculty and University committees. In the Faculty, he 
has made important contributions to postgraduate studies through his 
membership of the Postgraduate Committee. Members of the Committee 
will attest to his thoroughness, insight and knowledge of postgraduate 
studies, in general, and rules and regulations, in particular. Professor 
Fombad has assisted the Committee on various occasions when 
dealing with challenging cases. In this way, he has contributed to the 
advancement of scholarship and the improvement of research across a 
wide range of topics in law.

Professor Fombad’s international reputation as an academic, 
supervisor, renowned researcher and scholar is underscored by his 
peers: 

Professor Kwame Frimpong (University of Professional Studies, Accra) calls 
him an ‘international scholar par excellence’, pointing out that he has been 
called upon to apply his expertise in most African countries, as well as the 
US, the UK, Europe, Australia and China. 

Professor John Mbaku (Webber State University) acknowledges Professor 
Fombad’s status as an internationally renowned scholar and points to the 
importance of Professor Fombad’s research regarding the role that the rule 
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law can play to enable a poor country to create the wealth it needs to fight 
poverty and to enhance development. He further observes that Professor 
Fombad’s ‘extraordinary output not only meets the highest international 
standards of legal scholarship, but it also represents a significant contribu-
tion to the development of science in Africa’.

Professor Andre Thomashausen (UNISA) emphasises Professor Fombad’s 
commitment to the publication of world-class research and rates him 
among the most prolific and productive legal academics on the African 
continent.

For me, it has been a pleasure to work with Professor Fombad for the 
past five years in my capacity as dean, and I have often called on his 
expertise to assist me in making important decisions. He is one of the 
most knowledgeable and accomplished academics I know, yet never 
content to rest on his laurels. When you have a conversation with 
Professor Fombad, there is always a sparkle in his eyes, as if he has just 
thought of something new. That intellectual curiosity, which launched 
his career, has never waned. If there is one quality that I hope he can 
impart to emerging scholars, it is this – always remain curious about the 
law and the problems we are trying to solve. 

We celebrate Professor Fombad’s scholarship, but we also celebrate 
him as a human being for the values for which he stands.

Charles, I am privileged to know you and I have learned a lot from 
you – thank you for your generosity of spirit. I wish you and your family 
well.


