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EDITOR’S PREFACE
As always with such projects, this one arises from much support and 
collaboration.

The erstwhile Deputy Vice-Chancellor for Research at the 
University of the Free State, Corli Witthuhn awarded us an 
Interdisciplinary Research Grant that enabled the fieldwork on which 
the whole project rests, as well as the authors’ workshop where we shared 
and developed our ideas. The RAITH Foundation funded editing and 
Hesma van Tonder and Isabeau de Meyer did the editing expertly and 
quickly. Jan Cloete assisted in the research design and shepherded us 
through the ethical clearance process. Molefi Lenka coordinated and 
managed the interview process and Irene Kganare, Morake Khunong 
and Tumelo Machere conducted the interviews, providing us with rich 
and nuanced material to work on. Ulrike Kistner was generous with 
her time and wisdom as respondent at the authors’ workshop. Our 
ten fellow authors were as productive, creative and patient as ever one 
could expect contributors to a project like this to be. Lizette Hermann 
from PULP assisted as best she could with the publication process. All 
these people deserve and receive or thanks and appreciation.

But the biggest thanks and deepest appreciation go to the 
interviewees, residents of Bloemfontein, Mangaung, Thaba Nchu and 
Botshabelo who let us vicariously into their homes and shared a small 
slice of their lives with us. This book is dedicated to them.

Karin van Marle, Lochner Marais and Danie Brand
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since 2020 he is the coordinator of the Research and Postgraduate 
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