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FOREWORD

The history of Africa is a marvelous case study of the multitude of
difficulties that most post-colonial states have faced and continue to face in
the process of self-discovery. Arguably, the protracted internal armed
conflicts in most African states have been fueled by the quest to create
governance and legal regimes that can guarantee everyone equal
participation in the economic, social and political activities of their
respective nations. The emerging independent African states of the 1960s
declared their unflinching dedication to democracy, good governance and
respect for human rights. This would have been effortlessly plausible,
because most of the independence constitutions of many African countries
came with a flowery package of rights for their citizens. This however did
not become a lived reality. Shortly after independence, the constitutions of
most of the emerging African states were amended in ways that watered
down the essence of human rights and democratic governance.

Ghana was the first country in sub-Saharan Africa to gain independence
and played a critical role in the political transformation and regional
integration in Africa. Over the years, Ghana has transformed from one-
party state through military rule to multiparty democracy. Since
independence, despite internal challenges, Ghana continues to play critical
transformational role on the African continent. On 6 March 2017, Ghana
celebrated her 60th anniversary of independence from colonial rule.
Current circumstances in Ghana and across Africa reinforce the argument
that democracy and the rule of law are maintained by vigilance and
involvement of the people. Succeeding in this endeavour requires
commitment and active participation at all levels of society and in all its
institutions — from the grassroots to political process that is responsive to
the needs of all members of society, to the organs of government that
protect human rights and prods the political process to live up to its
obligations. This must be followed by periodic audits to take stock of the
progress made, the challenges that lie ahead and the most effective means
of tackling the challenges.

In this regard, this edited volume audits some of the issues relating to
the state of human rights standards and compliance, democratic
consolidation and development in Ghana, as well as to bring forward how
Ghana has contributed to the political, economic, cultural and ideological
development in Africa. Through a human rights-based approach to
governance and socio-economic development, the book examines the
experiences of Ghana, selected experiences of other African countries and
the African Union in advancing good governance and human rights over
the years, on the journey to attain shared prosperity for all. The book takes
stock of major developments in the areas of civil and political as well as
economic, social and cultural rights in Africa, the changing nature of
democratisation, regional integration and Pan-Africanism, and the ways
in which the African Union policies may impact on governance and
human rights on the continent.
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This book is both apt and a timely addition to the discussion on good
governance, democratic consolidation and respect for human rights in
Africa. Practitioners, students and scholars of political science, law,
human rights, gender studies, and African studies will find this book an
important guide to the evolving governance and human rights issues in
twenty-first century Africa.

Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo
President of the Republic of Ghana
December 2017
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