Preface

Frans Viljoen

In 2023, the Pretoria University Law Press (PULP) launched the first in a series of PULP commentaries
on African human rights law, with the publication of The Protocol to the African Charter on Human and
Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa: a commentary (Maputo Protocol Commentary). Comprising
more than 600 pages, the Maputo Protocol Commentary stands as a landmark shedding scholarly light on
a trail-blazing treaty.

This, the second in the series, is devoted to the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of
the Child (African Children’s Charter). It brings together 36 leading scholars from across Africa, and
beyond, who share their insights and assessments on the provisions of the African Children’s Charter.

The primary aim of the series of commentaries on African human rights law is to chart and
critically consider normative developments within the African regional human rights system. Its format
of open access article-by-article discussion holds the promise of providing an accessible source of
updated information, and of wide dissemination to a variety of stakeholders. As an African-based and
focused publisher, PULP strives to fill a gap by shining a light on African human rights instruments.
Established publishers have only brought out one commentary of this nature that is focused on an
African treaty (Rachel Murray The African Charter on human and peoples’ rights: A commentary (Oxford
University Press, 2019)).

These commentaries are also celebrations. It is therefore fortuitous that they are launched as part
of broader celebratory events. In 2023, the publication of the Maputo Protocol commentary coincided
with marking 20 years since the adoption of the Maputo Protocol. In 2024, the African Children’s Charter
Commentary is published to coincide with the landmark moment noting 25-years since the entry into
force of the African Children’s Charter (on 29 November 1999).

Admiration for their commitment and commendation for their tireless labour go to the co-editors
of this commentary: Professor Julia-Sloth Nielsen, University of the Western Cape, Professor Elvis
Fokala, Centre for Human Rights, University of Pretoria, and Dr Godfrey Odongo, Advisory Board,
LLM in Children’s Rights, Leiden University. All three of them are leading scholars on children’s rights
in Africa. They have brought their considerable expertise and experience to bear on this work.

PULP anticipates that this Commentary will be a pivot for the future evolution of the series. Further
commentaries are already foreseen and planned on the African Union Convention for the Protection
and Assistance of Internally Displaced Persons (Kampala Convention), the African Charter on
Democracy, Elections and Governance, and the Protocol to the African Charter on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities in Africa, which entered into force on 4 May 2024, 30 days after the deposit
by Congo of the fifteenth instrument of ratification on 3 April 2024.
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Lizette Hermann manages PULP. Her contribution to this publication ‘goes without saying’, but
cannot be left unmentioned. Isabeau de Meyer provided invaluable editorial assistance. Thanks and
appreciation also to the 36 different authors, as well as the reviewers.

The top part of the front cover of this Commentary depicts the inscriptions on the wooden door of
the South African Constitutional Court, Egyptian hieroglyphs, the University of Timbuktu, and the
modern Library of Alexandria. These images represent the ambition of the PULP Commentaries on
African human rights law, and this Commentary, to consolidate and stimulate inclusive and transformative
knowledge-generation in and on Africa.

Frans Viljoen
Series Editor: PULP Commentaries on African human rights law
29 November 2024
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